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Introduction

| am very pleased to write an introduction to this new book by
my good friend, Janet Soss, the third she has written about the
history of Menorca.

Recently there have beentwonon-M enorcan historianswho have
gone into the past of our island, first the sadly departed Micaela
Mata, who has left us a full bibliography on the subject and now
Jnet Joss, who once again researches and writes about our past.
Both writers, thefirst one Spanish and the second North American,
got their scholarly training in Great Britain. This gave them the
opportunity tomake direct use of the historical archivesin England
which provide extensive information about Menorca in the
eighteenth century.

Thisnew book dealswith thelast British dominion of our island,
during the brief period from 1798 to 1802, which ended precisely
with the Treaty of Amiens, the bicentenary of which has been so
brilliantly commemorated this year in Menorca.

Janet Soss@ earlier books are well known to the people of
Menorca. They concern the famousEnglish governor of theisland,
Richard Kane, and the period of French rulefrom 1756t0 1763. The
current publication coversatumultuousperiod in European politics
in which two figuresstand out: General Napoleon Bonaparte and
Admiral Horatio N elson.

There is alegend in Menorca concerning the brilliant English
admiral,Horatio Nelson, which Janet Sossdestroyswith facts based
on the private correspondence between Lord Hamilton and the
admiral.

Without doubt, with her new publication, Janet Sloss will
contribute new understanding of the last years of the eighteenth
century in Menorca, draw n from theinexhaustible British archives
that deal with this period of the History of Menorca.

Francisco Fornds Villdonga
Colonel Director of the Military M useum of M enorca
Associate member of the Royal Academy of History
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It had never been my ambition to study the careersof N apoleon
Bonaparte and Horatio Nelson, but now the moment had come.
The only reason for Britain to occupy Menorcafor thethird timein
the century was its need for an adequate harbour in the
Mediterranean to sustain its large fleg, the fleet that could defeat
the dreams of world domination of Ghat vile CorsicanQNapoleon.
The British werequite surethat they could quickly capture theisland
and, more to their advantage, they were very familiar with its
geography and its people.

A vivid picture of the Mediterranean Sea soon appeared from
the documents | was studying, a sea crowded with splendid
warships in full sail, and the island of Menorca crammed with
thousands of foreign troops. With attention centred on Menorca,
there also appeared the figure of amagidan. Sr Charles Suart@
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the island®@ abject finances and gave its people the chance to
maintain alife-sustaining economy.
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Nelson tothwart him. Also, the Menorcan people@infinite patience
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griefl How appalled | was at a recent @ook DayOn Mahon to see
four young English traineetour guides shaking their heads over a
question they had to answer on their information sheets. ONhat
famousEnglishman had abeautiful house built for him overlooking
the harbour of Mahon in the eighteenth century?0 When | gave
them the answer, INelsonQ their faces remained blank until at last
oneshouted, G know. N elson MandelalO Sctransit gloriamundi.

Jnet Sloss



Chapter 1

The eighteenth century wascoming to an end. In Europe, it had
been a century of remarkable achievements in science, industry,
philosophy, medicine,transport, musicand literature. Politically, it
had seen two important revolutions, with the coloniesin America
breaking away from England in 1776 and the French people
deposing their king, Louis XV, in 1779. The old enemies, France
and England, were still the major powers, and still fiercely
competitive. Thereweresmall principalitiesscattered about whose
allegiancecould be bought and, in theMediterranean, islandswhose
harbours wereimportant trading points.

Theroad to power lay in successful trade. Britain was a small
country compared to the land area of the continental European
nations. The country of theindustrial revolution, itseconomy was
based on trade. When England lost itslucrative American colonies,
its trade depended on possessions in the West Indian islands, in
India and in access to the east. It maintained a powerful navy to
protect itstraderoutesbutletitsarmy run down. Only in England
was recruitment voluntary and there were not many recruits.

France had been economically ruined by the extravagant style of
her monarchsand by the lossesof her coloniesand shipping to the
English navy. After the Treaty of Versailles in 1783, the new
Republican government went into afrenzy of activity,raisingalarge
army by conscription. Every French man, woman and child was
called on to defend thecountry. Louis XV wasguillotined in January
1793 and France, under arepublican Directorate, dedared war on
Britain and Spain. France had now thelargest army in Europe but
no organised navy to oppose the naval power of England.

By 1796, the French army was on the move and the energetic,
ambitiousyoung general, Napoleon Bonaparte, had captured Nice,
Savoy, Piedmont and northern Italy, giving them new names as
French republics. Thefollowing year, Spain was persuaded to enter
into an alliance with France. Spain had a navy and two attempts
weremadetoinvade Britain, onein Ireland and one on the coast of
Wales. Both failed, but Napoleon claimed that the conquest of
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England was only postponed. QDur government must destroy
England. That done, Europe is at our feet.O And if he couldn®
conquer Britain with anarmy, the next best thingwould betocripple
her trade.

Oneyear later, hewasmaster of Belgium, Holland, Switzerland
and the Roman republic. When he conquered the Low Countries,
England became alarmed. 120,000 French troopswere now in sight
on the other side of the English Channel. Georgelll dedared war.

What turns a man into a national hero? Firstly, he must have
courage, tenacity and devotion to hiscountry but,aboveall,hemust
be successful. In 1797, aged 39, Horatio Nelson was largely
responsible for a victory over the French navy. The English fleet
wasanchored off the coast of its ally, Portugal, and in February, by
one brilliant stroke at Cape & Vincent, Nelson began his career of
defeating the even younger Napoleon. When he saw that the
Foanish fleet had become separatedintotwo divisions, Nelson broke
from thelineand interposed his ship ahead of the Spaniards, tackling
single-handed three Sanish first-raters, the Salvador del Mundo,
the San Jsef and the Santissima Trinidad. After an hour of fighting,
the San Nicolascollided with the San Jsef, whereupon Nelson laid
his ship alongside the San Nicolas and captured both ships by
boarding them. When the battle wasover, the British had captured
four Spanish ships, whilethe SantissimaTrinidad also surrendered
but sailed off before they could take possession. Nelson@® success
was due in part to new regulations by the English Navy Board.
Under the old rules, shipshad to keep in strict battle formation,
much as on land, regimentslined up facing each other. Admiral
Byng@altering battle formation at Mahon had cost him hislife. Now
Nelson was promoted to Rear Admiral.

Napoleon had risen swiftly tothe position of Chief Consul in the
new republican France. Orhe Republicregardsthe Mediterranean
as its sea and wishes to dominate it,Owas his straightforward
statement, and his plan wasto capture Malta and Egypt, build a
canal through the Isthmus of Suez and remove the English from
their possessionsin the Far East. Hisfleet of 300 ships, under the
command of Vice Admiral de Brueys, left Marseilleson the 19th of
May, 1798. They were joined by two more fleets at Genoa and
Civitavecchia, the Papal state. The English fleet wasstill of f Lisbon.
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Sies alerted them and Admiral Nelson was put in command of a
squadron with orderstofind and defeat the French. Earl & Vincent,
the British naval commander in the Mediterranean, added deven
more battle shipsto Nelson@squadron. Nelson sp ed to Genoaand
then proceeded south east along the Italian coast. Three dayslater,
he learned that Malta had fallen to the French. Napoleon had
conquered theisland in athree-day siege at the beginning of lune,
ousting the Knightsof & John, stealingtreasure worth millionsand
promising to set up arepublican government. He had then sailed
on to conquer Egypt

Off the southern tip of Scily, Nelson wastold that the French
fleet had left six days earlier. It was false information. In fact the
French fleet had passed through just threedaysbefore. Nelson made
all sail to Alexandria, only tofind no French there. The French had
not taken the straight route, but sailed by way of Corsica. (The
English navy had the advantage over theFrench in speed, owing to
their coating their wooden ships with copper. Their prows cut
through the water like knivesthrough butter) Nelson immediately
headed north again, and the French arrived on the coast of Egypta
few hours after the disappointed English had left.

Napoleon landed his @rmy of Egy ptGon uly 3rd, took A lexandria,
and three weekslater wasvictorious in the @attle of the PyramidsO
and entered Cairo. On luly 25th, he captured Aboukir, along bay
ten mileswest of Alexandria, leaving Admiral de Brueysthere with
a fleet of seventeen warships.

Nelson raced back to Scily, thinking this had been Napoleon®
real objective. Then he zig-zagged for amonth around the eastern
Mediterranean in his search. At last, on August 1st, the Zealous
sighted the mastsof the French fleet at anchor in Aboukir Bay. The
sight of the enemy shipsanchored in astraight linein shallow water
along the shore of that long sandy bay must have filled his heart
with joy. My disposition,ONelson wrotein hisdiary, Gcannot bear
tame and slow measuresQ

The French warshipswere like sitting ducks. Nelson brought
hisfleet infrom thenorth-east, sending fiveshipsahead of the French
line to anchor on the shore side, while the Vanguard led the
remainder of the fleet along the outside of the French line. The
French shipswereroped together, anchored from the stern, leaving
them with no mobility. They were trapped and at a great
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disadvantage. It was late in the afternoon. The light was fading.
According to naval tradition at that time, fighting only took place
in daylight hours. N elson signalled hiscaptainsto hang lampson
their mainmasts so that no British ship would fire on another, and
the battle began. After four hours of heavy shelling, atten at night
the French flagship Orient blew up. The awesome explosion
stunned the men of both fleetsintoaten minute silence. Some said
the noise could be heard at Cairo. Admiral Brueys had both legs
shot off but continued to give ordersuntil thenext cannon ball killed
him.*

Atdawn the next day, the French flagship had sunk,three others
were disabled, six show ed the white flag of surrender, and three
more had sailed away as quickly as they could. The @attle of the
NileOwas over, leaving Napoleon@ army stranded and hungry in
the desert. Nelson was created Baron Nelson of the Nile, second in
command of the British navy, and also the Duke of Bronte by King
Ferdinand of the Two Sdcilies. With their thanks for keeping trade
routes open, the directors of the East India Company made him a
gift of £10,000 Gor His Lordship@ magnanimous conduct in this

glorious event.O

1 Underwater archaeologi ssshave been working recently at the site of theBattle
of Aboukir Bay. Begunin 1983 by Jacques Dumas, exploration isstill carried on by
Frank Goddio. Work show sthat theFrench flagship L@ient wassunkbytwomassive
explosions, not one as previoudy thought. Seven anchors have been discovered,
showingtheposition of theFrench fleet,and amassivecolledtion of coinsfrom France,
Spain, M alta, the Ottoman Empire and Venice substantiate the story of Napleon®@
plundering of the Knightsof M alta@treasury. B

Separate excavations, begun in 2002, have been carried out on Nelson@ldand in
Aboukir Bay, bringing to light an underground prison, with English graffiti, and
graves. Theidand wasused by the British for several yearsprior tothe battle.
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Chapter ||

And now the Mediterranean was fast filling with naval activity.
Warships,troop carriersand frigates,admirals, generalsand troops
of many nationalitieswere sailingin different directions. The chase
was on to re-capture Napoleon® conquests and free the
Mediterranean for British trade. England now needed aport in the
Mediterranean and quickly chose Menorca and itsfabulous harbour
of Port Mahon whereits wholefleet could safely anchor. Thiswas
against the advice of Nelson who had written to the Admiralty in
duly, G have no scruple in deciding that it is better to save the
kingdom of Naples and risk Minorca, than to risk the kingdom of
Naplestosave Minorca.&?

Admiral &.Vincent, after asuccessful career in Gibraltar, Sveden,
Canada, and the West Indies, and after having defeating the Spanish
fleet off Cape S. Vincent the year before, was now, at 63, admiral
and commander in chief of the English navy in the Mediterranean.
When the Secretary for War, Viscount Henry Dundas, asked S.
Vincent whether the English forcesin Gibraltar and Lisbon were
adequate for the capture of Menorca, . Vincent agreed and
recommended Sr Charles Suart to command them. In duly that
year, hehad advised London: ONe can take possession of Minorca
without aw aiting thefinaleof Sr HoratioNelson's exploit. Tw oline
of battle ships and a few frigates will achieve it by pushing the
transports at once into Fornells. | fed the importance of General
Suart being at the head of them. No man can manage Frenchmen
so well as him and the British will go to Hell for him.O

Sr Charles Suart, fourth son of distinguished and politically
important parents, was then in charge of 6,000 mixed nationality
troops defending Portugal against a French/ Spanish attack.
Although thesetroopswerelargely unmanageable, and he himself
was under the command of three independent Portuguese
commanders, Suart quickly turned the men into effective soldiers,
defended Lisbon, cultivated the friendship of the Portuguese and
impressed Lord St. Vincent with his talents for strategy and
command. Dundas appointed Stuart in August, telling him
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optimistically: GFrom the good correspondence which subsisted
between HisMajesty 'stroopsand the inhabitants of Minorcaduring
thetimethat island was under the dominion of thiscountry (1763-
1782), His Majesty hopes and expects that no material opposition
will bemade by them to your gaining a footing on theisland, and
that every practicable measure will be adopted to secure to His
Majesty the possession of that very important island.G

Leaving Lisbon, Stuart sailed for Gibraltar at the end of
September, collected three regiments and embarked with them at
the end of October, heading for Menorca. And Rear-Admiral
Duckworth was ordered to go with the Pow erful, the M gjestic, the
Vanguard and the Swallow corvette to Mahon, followed a week
later by two more shipsof theline,the Belerophon andthe Zealous.

On the mainland of Spain, a severelack of money had reached
crisisproportions. The nobility and the church owned two thirdsof
the land, but did not cultivate it. Farming was considered a
demeaning activity. A startling royal decree wassent to all districts
in une, 1798: OTwo subscriptions will be opened: one a voluntary
donation in coinageor valuablesin gold or silver; and theother a
patriotic loan without interest, to be repaid at the end of the ten
years following the first tw o counting after the day that peace is
dedared, to meet the grave emergendesof the monarchy.&*

Soain wasbankrupt and the Balearicislands, like everyone else,
feltthe pinch.

Snce the British had surrendered Menorca to Spain in 1782, life
for Menorcans had gone miserably dow nhill. A despotic Spanish
rule replaced a liberal British government; their language was
forcibly changed from Catalan to Castillian, they werehighly taxed,
imports and exports were disastrously controlled, work in the
harbour stop ped; they no longer had English protection for their
own boats; their men were jailed without relief on the peninsula;
and they were not able to defend themselves since the forts of &
Philip's at Mahon and & Nicholas at Fornells had been destroyed
after the Spanish take-over. The military had no pay, no rations or
munitions, no adequatebillets.And again, the people werestarving.
Poor harvests, armies of rats, fear of the Plague that was then
spreading through Mediterranean countries, arise in the price of
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every basic commodity, all contributed to the death toll almost
exceeding the birth rate.>

That spring, Governor Quesada asked the magistrates for
surplusesof fruit and cheesetohand outtothe poor, but nonewas
given. Therewasnot a snail to befound along thelanes.

Brigadier Juan Nepomuceno Quesada had become governor of
the island on the death of Governor Anuncivay the year before.
Now threatened with imminent invasion (English convoys were
frequently sighted from Monte Toro and the Minister for War had
warned of animminent English assault), he wasfaced with problems
of defence that he couldn't possibly resolve.He had less than 2,000
troops from the Valenciaregimentsand mercenariesof the San Gall
regiment. They had not been paid for months and had inadequate
billetsand food. Many wereill and all of them quite undisciplined.
In May, Field Marshal Cristobal de Rutiman disbanded the San Gall
regiment and formed another made up of 1,500 mercenaries, who
could not bedepended on. In duly, Colonel CarlosYann arrived in
Mahon with 1,500 Swiss troops. These men had been conscripted
in Switzerland for the Austrian service, then captured in Italy by
the French, who sold them to Spain at a (Spanish) dollar a head.
They could not be depended upon either. Instead of the 5,000 to
6,000 men that Quesada considered adequate to defend Menorca,
he had under 3,000 men who were not loyal to the Spanish crown,
had not been paid, and many of whom wereill.®

Apart from thelack of forts to defend the harbours, theold guns
had not been maintained and were mostly unserviceable. Without
S Philip's Castle, Mahon was now undefended and the walls of
Ciudadela were crumbling. Desperate requests to Madrid for help
went unanswered.

Quesadadid what he could. It had alwaysbeen thought that the
north coast of theisland was toorisky for enemy landings, that the
southern baysof Galdana,Alcaufar or Mesquidawould be attacked.
He therefore repaired the roads leading to these and stationed his
unpaid and ill fed men in EsCastell, Alaior, Ciudadelaand Mahon.
Hehad achain laid acrossthe entrance to the harbour of Mahon to
prevent enemy shipsentering. Hecould do nomore.

M eanw hile, the civilian population remained passive and
seemingly indifferenttoyet another foreign invasion. Asthe noted
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Mediterranean historian, Ernle Bradford, says: OTheinhabitants of
small islands, ports, or basesthat are constantly coveted by superior
powers must necessarily learn to weigh the odds and judge
accordingly.ONot one man came forw ard when Quesada issued a
proclamation calling for volunteers (or love of their king.O
Menorcans saw themselvesasbelongingfirst tother village or town,
then to their island, and last of all to their country. Thisw as how
they had alwayssurvived and maintained ther independence.

2 (M emoirs of the Life of Vice-Admiral Lord Viscount Ndson,OT.J. Pettigrew,
Vol.1, 1849, p.283

SwWOouv 297

4Mahon archives, Universidad 165. C19 June 1798 - Real Cedula de SM.y Senores
Del Consejo. Por laqual se mandan abrir dossubscriptiones: launaaunDonativo
voluntario en moneda o alhajasde oro o plata: y laotraaun Prestamo patriotico sin
interes, reintegrable en el teemino de losdiez anossiguientesa losdos primeros que
se contaran desde el diade la publicacion de la Paz, para atender con estassumasa
lasgravesurgenciasde laMonarquia. En Madrid, en lalmprenta Real.E

SMata, GConquestsand Reconquests of M enorcaQ p.220

5Themen of theSwissregiment willingly changed sdesand wererecruited by Sr
CharlesSuart astheMinorcaRegiment. Theytook partin Abercromby @expedition
to Egypt in 1801, with 400officersand 1,052 other ranks, and gav e excellent servicein
the Battle of Aboukir. After theEgyptian campaign, theMinorca Regiment became
theQueen®German Infantry and later, in England, the97th Foot, under w hich title
they saw action in four Peninsular battles.
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Chapter I11

On the 7th of November, Commodore Duckworth, with a
squadron of 25 English ships, approached theisland from thesouth,
heading for the north coast. Sr Charles Suart was in command of
the troops. They made a feint at Fornells, while the real landing
took place at Addaya. When they saw that the Spanish battery at
the entrance of the bay had been evacuated and the powder
magazine blown up, 800 British troops went on shore. At that
moment, 2,000 Spanish troopsapproached from different directions,
butwererepulsed on theleft and checked on theright by theguns
of the Argo. The 800 men kept their positions until moredivisions
were put on shore.Asdarknessfell,the Spanish troopsdisappeared.

Orhe strength of the ground, the passes, and the badness of the
roadsin Minorcaarescarcely to be equalled inthe most mountainous
parts of Europe,O Suart reported to London as he described the
taking of the island on November 18th. However, the English had
accurate maps of the island and were familiar with its geography.
Suart had littletime todecideon hisnext move. 100 German soldiers
from Yann'sregiment defected to the British side, but could giveno
information on the movements of the Spanish. Stuart decided to
march hismen toMercadal, to separate the enemy forces, and from
there to advance on Mahon and Ciudadela at the same time. A
Colonel Graham quick-marched 600 men to Mercadal, arriving only
afew hoursafter the departure of the Spanish troopsto Ciudadela.
Only afew Spanish officers and men w ere taken prisoner.

On the 9th, Suart's main force arrived at Mercadal. All night,
250 seamen had pushed and pulled thebattalion gunsover therough
roadsfrom Addaya. At Mercadal, they learned that Mahon had been
nearly evacuated. Suartimmediately sent a Colonel Paget with 300
men to take possession of the capital. Paget, described as young,
handsome and courteous, found the councillorsof Mahon waiting
for him in front of the San Francisco church, with the keysto the
cty in ther hands. Although they were officially prisoners of war,
he let them return to their own homes. A company of artillery and
160 men weretaken prisoner. The next morning, acapitulation was
signed, the British flag was hoisted, and the chain barring entrance
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to the harbour removed. Immediately, the frigates Cormorant and
Aurora sailed into Port Mahon. CBut these were not the only
advantagesimmediately resulting from thismovement. It favoured
desertion, intercepted all stragglers, and enabled the different
departmentsof the army toprocure beastsof burden for the further
progress of His Majesty's arms,Oreported Stuart.

[Detailsof Governor Quesada'sintractable problemsare not given
here since they are fully described in Jose Cotrina Ferrer's CEI
Desastre de1798; Perdidade lalsiadeMenorcaOand Micaela Mata's
QConquests and Reconquests of M enorcaQ]

In Mahon, Suart learned that the main Sanish force were
entrenching themselves in front of Ciudadela, erecting barriers
outsidetheold city walls. Suartimmediately sent troops across the
island in two parallel lines. One,under Colonel Moncrieff, marched
along the old road via Ferrerias, the other along Kane's Road. At
the sight of two columnsof men approaching, the Spanish dropped
their tools and withdrew inside the walls. A third English
detachment took the Torre d'en Quart to the north of thecity and at
daybreak of the 14th it looked to the Sanish as if three columns
were advancing on them. However, they werenot convinced that
the English force was superior to theirs, so that night the English
erected two batteries of gunswithin 800 yardsof thewalls, and on
thefollowing morninglined upin order of battle. The Spanish fired
two 18 pound shot, but when they saw the English squadron
approaching the harbour, they agreed to aparlay.

Termsof capitulation were negotiated by Major General Sr James
S. Clair Erskine:

Orhe garrison shall not be considered as prisoners of war but
shall march out free with their arms, drumsbeating, coloursflying,
with twelveroundsof cartridge per man.

Orhe said garrison shall be sent with all due convenience to Spain
at the expense of His Britannic Majesty to one of the nearest ports
of the Peninsula, excepting thefirst battalion of the Swiss regiment
of Yann and the detachment of dragoonsto Numancia. Deserters
will be restored to the British army. The inhabitants of thisisland
shall beallowed tolivein the free exercise of their rdigion, enjoying
peaceably the revenues, property and privilegeswhich they possess
and enjoy at present.
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Orhe QuniversitiesOor Corporation of the Island shall be
maintained in the enjoyment of the particular privileges and
franchises which have been granted to them by the ancient Kings
of Spain as they now possess them, and asthey havebeen allowed
tothem in thetreatieswhich havetaken place asoften asthisisland
haspassed from onedominion to another.

(signed) Governor lian Nepomuseno de Quesada, General and
Commander in Chief Sr Charles Suart, Commodore and Naval
Commander in Chief, Duckworth®y

On the sameday, Suart signalled theMinister for War in London
that hisforces werein possession of the Island of M enorcaw ithout
the loss of a singleman. However, he gave more detailsin aletter
to Nelson, who had just defeated the French on the coast of Egypt.
Olo fortune alone we owe the possession of Minorca, while |
sincerely and from the bottom of my heart congratulate you upon a
victory which does such credit to your judgement and resolution.
My situation is extremely critical for | learn that the whole of the
Sanish army has approached the court in consequence of the
surrender of thisisland, and that they mean to make a descent before
areinforcement arrivesE In regard to troops, | have scarcely 3,000
men. & Philip@Castleisdemolished,andE Ciudadelasound (bay,
ed.)by nomeansanswersthe purpose of securing either of the ports
of thisislandE Consequently, | shall resist their landingin thefirst
instance and, if | havetime, erect temporary posts at the mouth of
the harbour of Mahon, to which | will retireE and await a
reinforcement or effect aretreat.C?

According to the historian, J W. Fortescue, it was not to fortune
alone that Suart owed his capture of the island. Orhegeneral, in
fact, simply cowed his enemy into surrender by rapidity of
movement and confidence of bearing. The carriages of the six
battalion-gunswere so rotten that they all broke dow n before they
reached Mahon.O

Aswastheir habit, thejuratsof M ahon congratulated Suart Con
the most happy event of the British arms having completed the
conquest of thisisland under Your Excellency'scommand. You have
the strongest assurancesof our fidelity, and we offer ourselveswith
all the people of thistown and terminotocontribute for our part in
anything that may be of the royal service.(?
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Chapter |V

The English lost not amoment in changing the desperate state of
affairsin the island. Charles Suart, at forty-five, already had the
reputation of a successful diplomat and administrator as well as a
commander of men. Hisfirst actions on taking over the island put
the British stamp firmly in place. The Ministry for War in London
was all too well familiar with the island's problems, political and
economical, and immediately after the capture of theisland, Suart
wrotetothe Secretary for War in London: Ovou will observe by the
capitulation that | have freed you entirely from the political and
religious agreements which so continually shackled the British
govenment and occasioned such perpetual disputes when the
island was before in our possession. The Minorquins, used to
changingmasters, avoided uscompletely until they perceived our
progress, and even then kept to a certain degree aloof and were, |
am confident, indifferent asto theissue of the contest. Asaproof of
their indifference, the peasantsemployed by the Spaniardsto mend
the high road (Kane's Road) for their march from Mahon to
Ciudadela continued their employment in the centre of the British
Army, with cool composure and perseverance.O

Suart, after a quick look at the condition of the island and its
people, decided to re-organise theisland's finances while keeping
itslocal government methods. Hewould keepthe Catholicchurch's
control at bay and would also re-name & Philip's Castle, or what
was left of it, as Fort George, in honour of England'sking.

Snce Suart was now commander in chief of England's naval
forces in the whole of the Mediterranean, he appointed M ajor
General Sr James &. Clair Erskineto oversee theaffairsof Menorca
as governor, but under his own direction. Erskine's first action, on
November 30th, wasto ask the four @niversitiesCof the island to
givehim an exact account of the taxes collected for the last three
years,the method of collecting them and how the money was spent,
what taxes the island paid to the king, an account of the general
produce for the last three years, together with the profit from the
brandy trade and how it was spent and, finally, an account of the
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pricesof bread, meat, wine and other provisionson aquarterly basis
for the past threeyears. ¥°

When Suart examined the accounts, he found them incomplete
and inaccurate, and tw o weekslater told the QiniversitiesGhat their
delayswereinadmissible, that he must have correct accountswithin
threedays. They complied.

CharlesSuart was at thistimein great pain, presumably from a
wound, and could not use hisright hand. Even so, he prepared a
full * epitome' of the causes of Menorca's poverty, examining the
seriousabusesof authority carried out by both thelocal coundillors
and thepriests. 1

Oil lamps burned late and the secretary® hand grew cramped,
but by A pril, 1799, Suart published adecree, pointing out the abuses
and announcinganew constitution for theisland. (Having maturely
weighed and seriously considered the present state of the
government, laws and customsin Minorca, and having carefully
enquired intoitsproduct and the application of the publicincome,
I note, with infinite sorrow, that the true spirit of the constitution is
undermined by thenegligent conduct of the universities, robbingit
of its force, that the annual receipts do not equal the expenditures,
that the people are crushed by debts and charged with exorbitant
taxes, unequally imposed and only partially collected.O

Thishad resulted in alack of fundstobuy wheat urgently needed
for theinhabitants daily bread. Therefore, the commander in chief
Qudgesit expedient to make some alterationsin the constitution to
giveit back itsoriginal energy,and vigour and authority tothe laws.
The ecdesiastics and convents will contribute to the costs of the
state, and the people will enjoy an impartial and just taxation; E
the advantages gained by these regulationswill result inthe accounts
sent by the different universities being absolutely correct, with a
possible reduction of taxes, establishing fundsto coverthe enormous
debts, and giving the Menorcan people theright to examine the
receiptsand paymentsof their publicmoney. These new regulations
will be distributed to all the terminos. The regulations are now
established. Sgned: General Charles Suart, fully authorised by
His Majesty to direct the divil affairs of the Island of Minorca.OAs
the Menorcan historian, Hernandez Sanz, wrote: Qike another Kane,
he dedicated himself to the betterment and w elfare of Menorca.O?
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Appended to the decree were the debts of the @niversitiesOat
that time: Mahon: 117,806 libras; Ciudadela: 78,221 libras; Mercadal:
26,352 libras; Alaior: 21,861 libras, with a total of 244,241 libras.
Induded also were lists of the inhabitants according to ‘ ancient'
dasses, the right of the governor to choose or reject coundillors by
theold rulesof ‘ insaculation' (drawing the names of the candidates
out of abag), frequency of council meetings, duties of the almostazen
(local inspector) in preventing fraud, high prices and irregular
weights and measures. Suart cancelled the coundillors' salaries,
which had been paid for out of publictaxes. They would receive
instead a gold medal, issued by Georgelll, to be hung around the
neck by a blue ribbon, thisto be worn during their term of office.
(Suart ordered the medals in England with money saved in the
Admiralty Board). The town secretaries would receive a fixed
income with no extra emoluments and monks would receive 400
durosannual pension. Ecdesiastics would betaxed but at areduced
rate. Land tax would bereduced from eightto three percent!

The @niversitiesOdebtswould beinstantly cancelled by Suart's
new accounting method, paying off arrears little by little, and
forming areservefund. Tax collectorsw ould henceforth be held to
account to hand over half of the money on the due date, and the
other half within two months, and if taxeswerenot paid, the debtor's
goods would be confiscated.

Jst seven months after Suart's changes to the tax system, an
itemised statement by the assessor, Nicolas Orfila, showed a
complete reversal in the state of the @niversities®funds. In
Ciudadela, after charges had been paid, therewere 69 pounds in
thetreasury and in Alaior, they had asurplusof 442 poundsto pay
off arrearsand to increase the fund for grain and for contingencies
Gaprecedent of the kind never seen before!l OAnd Mercadal had 304
pounds in its coffers. Apart from these positive signs, the tax on
land was¥lessin Mahon and Ciudadela, 1/ 3lessin Alaior and 1/ 5
less in Mercadal. Charles Suart had achieved what no previous
English governor had beenabletodo. It must have seemed amirade
to the average Menorcan, if not to those councillors who lost their
jobs or salaries, or to the dergy who were obliged to pay taxes for
thefirst time.

Suart sent a full report to the War Office in London describing
the abusesin local government and how he had handled them. He
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immediately opened the several courts of justice, abolished the
assumed right which the universities claimed of not being
accountableto the government, and madethem give him the state
of public affairs, CE yet such was the confusion of their books and
the inaccuracy of the accountants that it was impossible, after the
most minute investigation, to ascertain more than that the people
were generally taxed onethird of their property, exdusive of paying
church tithes and other expenses, to answer the interest of debts
partly contracted in former disputes betweenthe severd universities
to establish an interest at the courts of London or Madrid, but
principally on account of suits continued, if not instituted, for the
purpose of maintaining needy lawyers.OWhen the QniversitiesO
and dergy complained of Suart's reforms, he simply answered that
his king had authority in ‘ right of conquest'.

Ciudadela had daimed to havethe power of presiding over the
other terminos where the collective interests of the island were
concerned, and had amassed debtswhich they charged tothe public
account. But their worst mistake in English eyes was to plot with
Soain to dispossessthe English of theisland in 1782, resulting in &
Philip's Castle being demolished and Ciudadela getting a bishop
of their own town and factionQ Stuart felt sure that they would
always plot against the English and annulled their authority, but
with atouch of diplomacy. Orhe university of Ciudadellawasalone
silent, but understandingthat the juratswere deterred from coming
forw ard by conscious guilt and the apprehension of punishment, |
thought it wise and prudent to bestow upon one of the first
delinquentstheonly vacant living, by that means explaining tothem
that although the individuals concerned in the former hostile
proceedings were well known, His Majesty's government w as
forgiving and incapable of entertaining any wish but what combined
the interest of that university with such measures as might be
adopted for the general good of the country.O

Suart replaced incompetent councillors with men Qof the first
capacity and responsibilityOand madetheir actionsopen to public
scrutiny. OThese essential links betw een the people and their
representatives form a serious barrier against future fraud; E and
asthe patrimonial revenueis made subject to the same publicity
and examination, the advantagesresulting to the country from the
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change are too evident to admit of any complaint. | have been
scrupulously cautiousin not meddling with the laws or changing
the namesof offices.O

In the interests of law and order, Stuart ordered the townsto be
divided intodistricts, naming magistratesfor each district; and the
country peopleweregrouped under separate headings. Georgetown
(EsCastell) received itsown ®ailey lieutenantmagistrate) to bein
charge of palicing the town,which had alwaysbeenunder Mahon's
jurisdiction. Now every town's streetsw ere named and the houses
numbered. Some of these numbers can still be seen in country
districts.

To alleviate Menorca@® perpetual shortage of food, Stuart
immediately granted passesto Menorcan privateers. Privateerswere
privately owned and manned boats that were issued with aLetter
of Marque authorising them to intercept a vessel belonging to any
country with whom their kingwasat war. Their prey weremerchant
shipswith preciouscargoes. Menorcan privateerscould obviously
beuseful in capturing French boats near the coast so Qhe first act of
theKing'spower wastherestoring of the Minorquin vessels, taking
off all duties on imports, allowing afree trade with our allies, and
instead of imitating the conduct of the Spaniards under Crillon by
imprisoningindividualsand confiscating the property of those who
werefriendly to, or held place under, the former government, such
MinorquinsE werewithout exception left freein their persons, and
made secure in their possessions and admitted to every right and
privilege of British subjects.

Olo conclude this subject, | have reason to believe that the
measuresadopted have been generally well received and, asa proof
of this assertion, they have been followed by no petition or
representation of any description, but on the contrary every
assistance hasbeen afforded in carrying them into execution.O

One Menorcan who stepped forward to offer his services was
the lawyer Nicolas Orfila, the criminal assessor, who supervised
the civil laws and the new constitution. Suart increased his salary
after afew monthsinappreciation of Orfila'sspeedingup theisland's
legal cases which had always been subject to outrageously long
delays. Orfila also chided the jurats (councillors) for not having
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sworn allegiance to George lll, for not having prepared details of
thebrandy monopoly, nor submitted their accountson time. 3
Another of Suart's first measures was to set up an Admiralty
Court in order to grant passes to Menorcan traders and to decide
on captured ships and prize goods. They wereto comply with the
regulationsof theAdmiralty Courtsin Britaininan act of parliament
of 1793. Barely six weeks after his arrival, Suart felt able to report
to Lord Dundas: Q have the satisfaction to inform you that such
branches of the civil government as were absolutely necessary for
thetransaction of publicbusinessare established, that an Admiralty
Court isformed, that 14 (Menorcan) privateers will shortly cruise
from this harbour, and that theinterior of theisland isin a state of
the most perfect tranquillity.G4
And within two months, the harbour of Mahon was once again

full of activity and work. Menorcan privateers, sailing under the
protection of the British flag, were bringing in prizes of French
shipping every day. For months, theisland was well supplied with
oil,wineandwheat captured by these enthusiasticMenorcan sailors.
Atthebeginning of March 1799, the w artime embargo on shipping
was lifted and all boats were free to come and go in the port of
Mahon.

Shipsin the harbour,

Soldiers on thehills,

Bread on thetable and

Money inthebank.

D Alaior archives, Folder no. 28, 26 M ay 1798-12 October 1799

1 The full @pitomeCran be seen in theAlaior archives. Legado 1, no.35

2Hernandez Sanz. GCompendio de Geografiae Historiade lalsade Menorca®
p.374

BMahon archives, Universidad 161
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Chapter V

Although granted home leave for health reasons, Sr Charles
Suart did not go straight to England. When two regiments from
Ireland arrived in Mahon harbour at the beginning of March, 1799,
Suart sailed with them to Scily, leaving them thereto defend the
harbour from the French while he went around the island on
horseback, mixingwith the mountain people. He found them very
independent, hard-working and anti- French. He signed up 2,000
men immediately asBritish recruitsand recommended that Scilians
should beformed into (partisan or guerrillagroupsto defend their
propertiesasmore useful than corpsof soldiers.OThiswasahighly
unusual insightinto military strategy at thetime.

He then sailed to Malta to assess its situation. He found them
strongly pro-English and thought that 4,000 men would be enough
to beat off the French. Back in Palermo, he got the fuel necessary
for the works on Menorca and returned to Mahon on April 13th.
(Hehad donemorein six weeksto shape agood military policy for
England thanthe whole of the cabinet in six yearsGsaid thehistorian,
J W. Fortescue. Suart sailed for England at the end of April 1799,
leaving explicit orders for the island® government and its defence
with St John Erskine as lieutenant governor. On board the
Cormorant, on May 5th, hewrotealong and detailed reportto the
War Office in London on the improvements he had made to the
governing of Menorcaand itsdefence.

Admiral & Vincent was told to give Suart the insignia of the
Order of the Bath, England@highest honour, but Suart wanted to
return it Cas it would be attended with a considerable degree of
inconvenience to me in my military as well as private capacity.O
Like Richard Kane, he was a very modest man. Back in England,
he continued to correspond with Erskine on the problems of
Menorcaand hislast message came from the spatown of Bath where
he hoped to be cured. It concerned changes to be made in the
Admiralty Board in Mahon. Charles Suart died in Richmond,
Surrey, two yearslater.
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No sooner had Erskine taken over than he received news from
Majorcaand Barcelonathat the Spanish were making great military
preparations, presumably for the re-capture of Menorca. Privateers
brought the news that 21 French shipsof the line, several frigates
and other small vessels,making 35 shipsinall, had passed the straits
of Gibraltar on the 5th of M ay, and several dayslater, that the fleet
was 30 miles north of Majorca. They wereto be joined by another
French fleet from Toulon. Battalions of Spanish troops were being
shipped to Majorca, where ammunition and stores were arriving
from Barcelona. Rumours swelled. Commander Duckworth's fleet
wasin Mahon harbour and Admiral & Vincent's squadron arrived
on May 20th, making atotal of 20 shipsof theline.

Erskinefollowed Suart'sorderstoplaceoneregimentinsidethe
new line at & Philip's and two more regiments three miles out on
Kane's Road. Part of another regiment formed the garrison at
Ciudadelaand therest were stationed at Alaior. In uly, however, it
was dear that the combined French and Sanish fleets had passed
Menorca and were still sailing east. Admiral Keith, joined by a
squadron under Sr CharlesCotton, puttoseaagain with aforce of
31 ships of the line, having been asked by Nelson to help him in
taking Naples. By the beginning of August they were back in Mahon
but, on August 6th, reliable intelligence from Barcelona said that a
Soanish capture of Menorca was set aside.

Erskine wrote to ask Nelson to send back to Menorca the two
British regiments at Messina if possible, but Nelson had hisown
plans. ONhenthe scoundrelsof French are droveout of the kingdom
(of Naples), | shall send immediately apart of thissquadron to Lord
Keith, asl hopetoget Porto Ferrajo, Civita Vecchia, etc.,with only a
part of this squadron.OErskine found this over optimistic. G shall
bevery happyif Lord Nelson succeedsin all hispresent and future
projects, butE the very wide extent of his plans may prove far
beyond his means.O

Privateersbrought other news. Menorcan sailorswhen caught at
seaby the French were not being treated asprisoners of war ought
to be. Erskine wrote tothe Captain General of Cataloniacomplaining
of this, and saying hewould send aship with aflag of truceto bring
them back in exchange since they were His Britannic Majesty's
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subjects. The Captain General replied that he wouldn't hand them
back but would treat them humanely.

Itwasan extremely busy summer for Erskine sincethe daily sea
trafficin the Port of Mahon needed constant surveillance and instant
decisions. A powerful English squadron of 32 warships, 12 frigates,
transports and smaller vessels like the Menorcan privateers, or
cutters dashing out with urgent signals- all these sailed in and out
of harbour daily to put stores and fresh water on board, to have
mastsand riggingsmended or replaced, and to of fload prisoners of
war. So many shipsof every sizearrived inthe harbour that drinking
water nearly ran out, and anew spring wasopened at Cala Padera.

In August,almost 8,000 soldiersof different servicesarrived. Soon
therewere new facesaround theisland: French royalistsfleeing the
Republican terror at home, Corsicans, Sdilians, Italian and British
troops. Erskinehad to direct not only therefitting and victualling
of ships, thetransfer of men from one ship tothe other, but also the
off-loading of sick and wounded men, women and children who
had to becared for in the hospital or housed and fed. The hospital
and quartermasterswere kept busy. Menorcanswatched in silence
as soldiersin multi-coloured uniforms marched to their quarters,
amongthem prisoners Gtarving and inragsQ The ditizensof Mahon
had a bird® eye view, looking down from their bow-window ed
balconies.

Erskine enlisted a corpsof 100 troopsfrom Corsica, thinking: Ghe
Corsicansare peculiarly adapted for the service of light troops, not
only from their skill and constant practice as marksmen, but from
their activity and general habit of lifeE 1 am convinced they will
make excellent soldiers,and be most useful in opposingthe progress
of an enemy on thisisland w here the surface of the country is so
much broken and intersected with walls and ravines.O Sounds of
their constant target practice could now beheard in the hills.

Frightening newscamethat summer. The Plague had broken out
in Morocco, Algeria and Gibraltar. In duly, the English consul in
Algierswrote to Erskine that the Plague was raging in thewest of
the country and that mortality in Oran was 70 people every day.
Immediately, a fifteen day quarantine was imposed in Mahon,
induding shipsfrom America. Neither Suart nor Erskine had been
happy about the organisation of health regulationsin the port of
Mahon. In May, Erskine had written to the Mahon jurats: Q am
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informed that the most scandalous and disgraceful negligence
prevailsin the administration of the Department of Health in this
port, and apprehensive of the very fatal consequences with which
it may be attended with respect tothe safety of the people, and the
consequencesthat such misconduct must bring upon thecommerce
of the country, | must call upon you to exert yourselves without
delay to some dire regulations E and to appoint one or more of
your number tosuperintend that branch and beresponsible for the
strict execution of the law; and | requirethat you do report upon
the matter to me within twenty four hours.(s

There was no immediate improvement. English ship captains
complained constantly of their quarantine treatment, or lack of it.
Throughout the autumn, Erskine tried to enforce regulations, but
without success. When Fox arrived in December, one of his first
letters to the jurats of Mahon complained of the irregularity in
carrying out quarantine regulations. OVhen | entered the harbour
in the frigate, and the Pratique master, having come off from George
Town in asmall boat with only one pair of sculls, after being on the
ship'sdeck, instead of makingthe necessary enquiriesasbound by
hisoffice, hisonly object wasasking what would be given tohim as
apilot. | mean strongly to recommend aman of more consequence
and respectability to be appointed to that duty with a sufficient
salary to enable him to support the importance of his office with
becoming propriety, and if any military assistance, such asaguard,
or an orderly sergeant bethought necessary, on application, it shall
be granted.O

Clean ships were not hisonly health preoccupation. When he
moved into the governor's house in Mahon, he was disgusted by
the state of the street outside his door. Hissecretary, CharlesViale
told the magistrates: CHis Excellency orders me to tell you that he
hasnoted in variousstreetsof Mahon that there are floodsand dead
animalswhich isan unacceptable state of affairs,and you must dean
them up immediately.OBut two dayslater, Fox told them in person
that the alleyway beside his house, leading to the harbour, was a
perfect dung heap, that therecent floodw ater had d eposited really
filthy thingsin it, and that it must be deaned immediately and kept
dean.

When he saw pigs in the street, Fox threatened fines or

confiscation of the pig and ordered that every householder should
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sweep in front of his house at least twice a week. This practice
continues to the present day. '’

There was no repetition of the century@® earlier problems of a
shortage of barracksand food during thisthird British occupation.
Erskineeither had thetroopscamped in thefieldsin tents or put in
temporary quarters in & Philip®. Others stayed in the Carmen
convent, in San Antonio church or the market place. He ordered
suppliesof live cattle tobeimported on every possible freight vessel,
1000 bullocks at a time, rather than purchasing beef from local
farmers. And thereare no reports of the frequent violent dashes
between troopsand Menorcans that filled coundil reportsin earlier
times. It was a well run occupation.

BMahon archives, Universidad 147

5 For adescription of the effectsof the Plague, see CRichard Kane, Governor of
MinorcaQ pp. 181-182. Very fortunately, M enorca escaped the Plague at thistime.

¥Mahon archives, Universdad 147

32



Chapter VI

Robert d'Arcy, acaptain of the Royal Engineersin General Stuart's
regiment,wasgiventhetask of organising the defence of theisland.
What he found wasamountain of rubble wherethe enormousstar-
shaped castle of & Philip's had stood for centuries, guarding the
harbour of Mahon, more ruins at the small fort of St Anthony in
Fornells, and a collection of rusty and useless cannons scattered
around the coasts. When Sain recovered Menorcain 1782, the forts
had been demolished by a government order on the strange
assumption that without them theisland would not tempt foreign
invadersto attack it. Therewere |eft one battery on the Mola, four
batteries at & Philip's and threetemporary batteries at Fornells.

Clearing and repair work at the ruined & Philip's Castle was
immediately started and the men were given sixpence a day extra
every eighth day to speed the work. On May 1st, Suart submitted
d'Arcy'srecommendations to London. Some examplesof thework
involved were:at & Philip'sthey weretorebuild theretainingwall
of the Argyle and Anstruther casemates (batteries) toward the sea,
to finish the exterior scarp at the Queen(® and palisade the line of
defence in front of it to the ditch of the Kane battery right flank, to
secure the casemates and communications from the ditches of the
works, tofinish the exterior scarp of the Southwest Lunette, todear
the entrance for the pontoons in & Sephen's Cove, to raise the
parapets of Charles Fort for three traversing guns, to arcover the
well and steps down to the grand magazine in the centre of the
castle, to make a communication to the long passage through the
Southeast inner raveline, to fit up magazinesin the gorges of the
West Caroline and Southwest lunette and to build asmall magazine
in the gorge of Kane's, and lastly, to dear the battery intended for a
hospital and restore the basin for boats at the sally port. All this
would mean months of work to put the ruins of & Philip@into a
basic, serviceable state.

At Fort Marlborough, they wereto secure thewindowsand doors
leading from the casemate to the ditch and palisade the gorge At
TurksMount tow er, they would floor the habitable part and fitup a
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magazine and store room, also putting in doors on the caves that
could be used for stores. At Philipet tower, they would put floorsin
the habitable part and putin amagazine and store-room.At Murgado
tow er, they planned to build a shot kiln and arch the room in the
top, adding another magazineand storeroom in the habitable part.

To put the ruined fortress at Fornells in a state of defence, they
were to build a barrack, put floors into the casemates and line the
magazine.Asafurther meansof defendingthat outpost,they would
placefelled treeslengthwise one over the other with their branches
facdng outwards. This was a defensive measure often used in the
north of Europewheretherewere plenty of trees. A shot kiln would
also be built on the larger island in Fornells harbour. And at
Ciudadela, a shot kiln would be put in & Nicholas tow er.

D'Arcy estimated the cost of theworksat & Philip'salone at 2,700
poundssterling,and thepaymaster general immediately advanced
7,923,13 poundsto cover all theworks.

Suart had second thoughtsabout spending timeand money on
re-buildingwork at & Philip's Castle. Orhese additions,Ohe wrote,
Oequireconsideration for whenwe reflect that theplacesurrendered
to Richelieu in the year 1755 upon the outworks being taken, that
the Spaniards have continually regretted having destroyed S
Philip's and that the navy should ever be the principal bulwark of
the island, it becomes a matter of great doubt whether they would
prove of sufficient advantage to compensate the trouble, labour and
expense such an addition must necessarily occasion.O

He alsohad second thoughtsabout Ciudadela'sdefences. Instead
of levelling thecrumbling old city wallsand spending some months
in building towerson itscoasts, he decided to defend only the ports
of Fornells, Alcaufar and Mesquida. ONhen, after opposing the
enemy to theutmost of my power in thefield, | mean toretireto S
Philip's. Had | an army equal to the complete defence of this
possession, | should make avery different arrangement.O

Suart'shealth wasin such apoor state that hereceived permission
to return to England. In early May, he inspected the forts at
Ciudadelaand Fornellsand found them ready tohousetroops and
Gastheprindpal works constructed upon the siteof  Philip'sCastle,
Fort Marlborough and the adjoining towers at Turk's Mount and
Philipet were completely endosed, had their guns mounted and

34



the necessary stores for a siege deposited in places of security, |
signified to the 29th, 90th and my own regiment that their labour
was no longer required.OThe men had worked hard and well. To
celebratethe occasion, Suart invited everyoneto there-naming of
S Philip's Castle as Fort George. This was Gaccordingly done on
the same day with every military distinction, by hoisting the Royal
Sandard, and a general discharge of the artillery and musketry
around the works, answered by His Majesty's ships and the
Portuguese squadron lying in the harbour.

Orhe animation of this scene must have affected the most
disinterested spectator, while it impressed me not only with the
satisfaction of holding out this defiance to the enemy within their
hearing, but with a firm belief that while there remained a British
soldier upon theisland, Fort Georgewould be gallantly defended;
nor should I omit mentioning that theMinorquinsjudgefavourably
of the event from theceremony'shappening unwittingly tofall upon
S Philip's Day, corresponding with the precise day in 1560 when
the old fort was finished and named after King Philip the second of
Spain!G®

Before leaving, Suart left instructions for the distribution of
troops with Erskine. CE after having used every military exertion
and effort to repel the enemy in the field without effect, you will
retire to Fort George, withdrawing all the out-posts but Fornelles
and St Nicholas, and occupying not only that post, but Fort
Marlborough, Turks Mount, Philipet and, if finished, the towers
intended to be constructed at the entrance of the peninsulaof Cape
Mola, and defending yourself to the last extremity.OAfter Suart's
departure, Erskine reported to London that the Mahon and
Ciudadela garrisons were manned and that three regiments were
camped out near Alaior ready to move at a moment's notice.
However, everyone agreed that Menorca's principal protection
would be a squadron of ships constantly in view, and Admiral &
Vincent promised his support.

S Clair Erskine received permission to return to England to
arrange hisprivate affairsas soon asthe new governor, Lieutenant
General Sr Edw ard Fox, arrived. Fox, however, was delayed both
in England and at Gibraltar and only reached Menorcain November.
In one of hislast reportsto London that autumn, Erskine wrote:
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GGeneral Suart@changestothe municipal constitutionsand better
administration of thedvil government havebeen found to answ er
their general purpose beyond the most sanguine expectation. All
the @niversitiesdnow have some money in hand for grain and for
the health officein Mahon. The Menorquinsaccept and are pleased
with theimprovements.

Orhemilitary worksprojected and undertaken by General Suart
have been entirely completed. The fort at Fornells has been
strengthened by an abbais®, and the block house on the island
finished; and that harbour may now be considered as in a most
respectable state of security. Three round towers have been
constituted for the defence of the peninsula of Cape Mola and the
Lazaretto, and | havethoughtit expedientto erect a small tower at
Cala &. Andrea near Ciudadella where Sr Charles Suart had
originally designed to placeone. Theonly other buildingswhich |
haveventured toorder are abarrack within Fort George, capable of
containing 450 men, and ovens sufficient to bake for the garrison.
This measure was rendered necessary by the dampness of the
casemates w here the bread had been storedE and regard for the
health of themen madeit desirable for the samereason, to provide
further coverE when therainy season would nolonger allow their
continuance under canvas.O

S. Clair Erskinereported toLondon that hewas handing over to
General Fox an army in ahigh state of discipline, excellent officers
and agood economy.

When Fox arrived on November 11th, 1799, he professed himself
ignorant on the subject of fortification, so d@rcy gave him his
opinion of what work should be carried out to give the island
adequate defence. When six monthshad passed and he had received
no orders, he gave Fox avery detailed summary of all the works
carried out by the English since 1708, and their present state.

Orhe sea line of batteries and some of the casemates and
magazines of Fort & PhilipB remaining, and the ruined outworks
giving the points for an entrenched camp, they were restored and
connected by lines; and on the first of May 1799 constituted the
work now called Fort George, having Mount Suart Tow er and Fort
Marlborough on theleft, and atow er at Philipet Point on the rightE
Mount Suart Tower has been strengthened, the ditch of Fort
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Marlborough hasbeendeared, and the communication tothe gorge
of that work considerably strengthened. Thelinewall that dosed
the works of Fort George at & Sephen(@ Coveis finished and a
ditch and aglacisinfront of it, flanked by a casemate. Thecasemates
of the Caroline Lunette have been madeto communicate with the
ditch of the Southwest outward raveline, also the casemates of the
Southwest lunette madeto connect with the west counterguard. A
casemate passage to theKane®has been deared, and thework called
the Anstruther rebuilt.

Owo towers have been erected at Cape Mola, mounting a
traversing gun each toprevent thecommandingground therefalling
into the hands of the enemy. A tower mounting two traversing
guns has been erected on the peninsula of Philipet north of the
lazaretto, toflank the communication to Cape Molaby theisthmus,
aswell astoannoy theenemy @approach on the side of Fort George.

CButiftheisland of Minorcaretainsits valuein the eyesof Great
Britain, the placing the principal fortress should, as far as possible,
comprehend the following objects: the security of the naval arsenal,
safe anchorage for shipsthat arrive with supplies, and to exdude
an enemy@® land batteries from commanding the entrance of the
harbourE Therefore, it appears that the ground favourable for an
enemy to advance on lies between the harbour of Mahon and the
ditch of Sanhope® tower. The tower of Mount Stuart with the
addition of tw o cavalierswill be sufficient to command the situation
wherethe Spaniardsformerly erected their batteriestofireon vessels
approaching the harbour, and also for the protection of Fort
Marlborough. A large work like Mount Suart Tower should be
builtin the ground in front of the Queen@which isvery favourable
to an enemy.C*

In the autumn of 1801, when thefirst whispers of a peace treaty
were arriving from London, d@rcy reported that the work to
strengthen the bombsite of St Philip@ Castle had not been finished.
Ground had been deared and stone brought, but more line walls
and palisadeshad to bebuilt, more cavaliersfinished, abattery for
two heavy gunsto beraised on the sealine near the flagstaff, and a
casemate was still not built to protect the main guard in the
communication way from the royal battery to the waterport. The
tow er at the lazaretto was nearly finished, and material had been
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collected to connect the outbuildings of the lazaretto with Philipet
tow er and the walls of &. Philip®, but the walls had not yet been
built. Atthe end of that year,when the preliminary artides of peace
were signed, orders arrived that all work must be stopped.
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2 A form of defence made by placing felled trees with their branches facing
outwards.
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Chapter VII

Anyone familiar with the various English administrations in
Menorcain the eighteenth century will be aware of the intense
hostility tothe Protestant occupiersfrom the Catholicchurch,which
went to extravagant lengthsto hold on to its pow er. Charles Suart
faced thisQnew and ticklish subject of church managementOopenly.
On arrival, he stated that Ghe support and protection of the
prevailing religion will be one of the principal objects of His
M ajesty's government,Obut, and it was a big but, with these
qualifications: Qall spiritual affairswill be left to the church with
reference to His Holiness the Pope through the mediation of His
Majesty's government; what concerns the criminal and personal
affairs of the dergy will be hereafter regulated; proper application
will be madetoHisHolinessthe Pope to separatethe Seeof Minorca
from that of Valencia; and church dignitarieswill be recommended
by the bishop and appointed by the governor.OOn all questions,
Suart pronounced himselfin charge.

After puttingit off aslongashe could, Bishop Vilawent to Mahon
totakethe oath of allegiance totheBritish king, with English officers
and Menorcan magistrates present to witness this act of duty.

The conditions on which Suart felt himself authorised to admit
the bishopBecdesiastical jurisdiction were:

Orhat you hold the Bishoprick of Minorca, under His Majesty
King Georgethe Third, subject in all civil affairs to his authority,
and theintervention of the British government.

2. Orhatyou no longer admit the supremacy of the Archbishop
of Valencia, but submit all spiritual transactions which require
reference or superior sanction (through His Majesty@representative)
to the See of Rome.

Orhat you relinquish all pensions held of the court of M adrid,
and abstain from correspondence and communication with the
peninsulaof ain, leavingit to her Britannick Majesty@ government
toclaim such sumsas may from timetotime become due out of the
money taken from Minorca by His Most Catholic Majesty, and
appropriated to theincrease of therevenueof your bishoprick.
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4. (Having performed this part of my duty, | hasten to assure
you, lllustrious Sr, that it is my earnest desire to be a witness to
your zeal and ability in the exercise of your sacred functions here,
confident that in the course of your visitation here you will inculcate
thetrueprincples of the Christian faith, and confirm the minds of
your countrymen in the just persuasion that the protection of their
holy rdigion,and thehappinessof the people,isthe principal object
of my administration and the sincere wish of my heart.O Sgned,
CharlesSuart

In aformal letter, the bishop replied: OThe object of my arrival is
only to have the honour of preaching the sermon of fidelity that |
owe to His BritannicM ajesty in your hands, requiring metomake
this religious act with the greatest solemnity and distinction as
required by the Episcopate. 2

Fully aware of his hostility, Suart sent all his correspondence
with the bishop to the Secretary for War in London, saying:
CE should folly and thedomineering spirit of HisReverence disturb
the quiet of theisland after my departure, | say after my departure,
for if he swervesfrom asingle syllable of the promiseshe hastherein
madewhilel am upon the spot, | shall send him without hesitation
to Spain. O3

Suart confined the bishop to Ciudadela and w hen the bishop
objected to several points, refused togive him apasstogotoLondon
to complain, whereupon the bishop asked for permission for his
named representativeto go, which was also denied.

Itisnot surprisingthat theEnglish met suchintractable opposition
from the Catholic church at that time Compared to the civilised
progress of the @&nlightenmentQ(thought free from superstition or
prejudice) in other European countries, Spain was the epitome of
backwardness and superstition. After the beheading of L ouis XV,
anti-French and anti-revolutionary sentiment took over in Sain.
Liberalsand progressiveswere considered traitors,and were forced
to flee the country. Adding fuel to the fire, the king tried to put
somemoney in hisempty treasury by confiscating church land and
revenues. Governor Erskine advised London: OBy the last
intelligence | have received from Spain, | aminformed that theCourt
hasseized upon all thelands belongingto the hospitals, charitable
foundations, principal colleges and religious orders. The property
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isto be sold, the purchase money applied to the uses of the state,
and theroyal treasury isto allow tothe former proprietorsaninterest
of 3 percent upon the amount of the produce. | learn also from a
Menorcan lately escaped from Majorca, that the sale of the property
had actually commenced in that island, that theregular orderswere
restricced (confined) to their convents and gardens, and that he
himself had actually seen 150 houses, and 10 or 12 farms put up to
auction.

Orhe King has also reduced the number of prebends in each
chapter to four, and has assumed to himself the revenue of the
remainder. | leave to you to judge how much these extraordinary
changesE must affect the internal state of that kingdom, more
especially when we consider theinordinate influence possessed by
thedergy, and particularly by thefriarsof the different orders, over
the minds of the people. And it cannot be doubted but that they
will all very sensibly feel and resent so sudden and violent an attack
upon their interestsand power.O

Bishop Anthony Vila, appointed the year before, was fighting a
losing battle, bringing with him to English governed Menorca all
the intolerance and lust for power of the church's struggle on the
mainland. He was even authorised to re-introduce the Inquisition
which had been abolished in Menorca by Governor Kane in 1715.
Under a Sanish government, the dergy had always been taxed
but had never paid the tax on various pretexts. Suart got around
the problem by ordering the bishop, rectors and wealthy convents
to contribute certain fixed sums annually for the upkeep of the
Foundling Hospital, to which no one could object. The bishop
consented and claimed to have told the rectors to pay the
contributions, but the rectors told the people that the Catholic
religion wasendangered by it and that whoever asked contributions
from the dergy would be excommunicated. The bishop tried to
pretend that he had not been understood, but continued to tell the
cdergy notto pay taxesor take any ordersfrom thecivil government
of theisland. CEcclesiastical authority is superior tocommon law.O

By ordering the rectors and wealthier convents to contribute to
the orphanageinstead of paying secular taxes, Suart claimed that:
Cevery ground for jealousy on the one part was removed whileon
the other hand by re-endowingthe poor and needy femaleconvents
without any expensetothe publicand demonstrating tothe dergy
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the advantages the church had obtained by the last establishment
and provision for a Menorcan hishop and thirteen prebendaries,
exduding all mainland Spaniards from the chapter in future, and
allowingthe succession tothese posts (dignities) from henceforward
to betheir sole right, they had nojust cause to be dissatisfied.O

Thebishop continued to frustrate Suart'sorders. A small church
in Mahon, & Joseph's, wasrequisitioned for use by the garrison. It
had been used for that purpose before 1771. After long delays, it
wasgiven up butwhen an image of thevirgin wasremoved, it was
carried in apublic procession and the bishop granted indulgences
to everyonewho would attend, Qparticularly to those who carried
lighted tapersOto condemn this blasphemous act.

In another effort to rouse the anger of the people against the
heretic invaders, the bishop cancelled religious processions and
festivalsin 1800, immediately after Fox@ arrival. These had been
popularised in Spain several yearsbeforein an outburst against the
anti-church republicanism of France. When the magistrates said
that they would not take part in theracesand processions, Fox told
themtha hehadthegreatest respect for all theold Menorcan customs,
which did no harm to anyone, and that he not only would not
suspend them but that heexpected themagistratesto attend because
othing is so likely to keep the amusements of the people within
proper boundsasthe presence and countenance of their superiorsQ

Fox, however,found itimpossible to control histemperwith Vila.
Whereas Sir Charles Stuart would undoubtedly have simply
repeated the bishop® acceptance of hisregulations, Fox kept the
quarrel alive with a constant correspondence, not only with the
bishop but with the minister of war in London. In February, 1801,
he wrote to Lord Dundas, G am sorry to E trouble you with so
long adetail relativeto thelllustriousBishop of Minorca, but as he
seemsupon all occasionsdetermined to oppose thedvil government
of the Island, and impede theordinary course of law and justice, |
haveconceived it necessary tolay beforeyou E astatement of every
transaction with him from the day of Sr Charles Suart@departure.

| am confident that on my part, | have shown every wish to
support hisdignity in every just pretension to which his situation
entitled him.G*
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In March, he suspended the bishop and told Orfila, the divil
assessor, to enforce the bishop@ obedience to the original decree,
adding that the affair would be settled in a British court, not an
ecdesiastical court.

In une, when the bishop w asseen cheering French and Sanish
ships, Fox w asat hiswitsGend. Hewroteto London: CE unlesssome
steps are taken with regard to the Bishop of Minorca, it will be
impossibleto carry on HisMajesty@government and indeed nothing
but the natural good temper, loveof order and decency and general
good disposition of by far the greater part of the Minorquinsof all
rankshavekeptthingstogether hitherto. Every act of government,
both civil and military, is represented by the bishop and his
adherents among the dergy E in the most odiouslight, either as
undermining thereligion of the country or adverse to the comfort
of the inhabitants, the greatest part of whom by the terrors of
excommunication he keeps in perpetual apprehension; and he
constantly holds out to them that the island, if not re-conquered,
must inevitably be ceded to Spain upon the event of a peace.(

In uly, 1801, Fox was relieved to learn that King George had
given permission for the bishop to goto England. However, Vila
announced that he would go by way of Rome, Gas it@ more safeO
and demanded contributions from every Menorcan parishioner to
pay for the expensesof hisvoyage. Not all rectorswere happy with
this. One wrote to the bishop, On thistown, the exercise of our
holy rdigion is perfectly free, and | have not theleast reason E to
make methink it in any way in danger in any part of thisisland.
On the contrary, | am informed the desire of the commander in chief
hasbeen by nomeansto permit the exercise of our religionE to be
disturbedE On thisground, it appearstomethat by publishing the
exhortation and the public beggingyour reverend hasdirected me
to make would not only make me alarmthe people butindisposeme
with thegovernor. Please let me off.O The bishop@reply wascurt.
CExecute with exactnessthe order | transmitted toyou.OHe named
Doctor Bartolomeo Taltavull vicar general for thetimebeing, ordering
him toresist all civil power and to persecute any individual who
acted in support of it. Nicolas Orfilaimmediately sequestered church
funds, butthe bishop left on August 2nd, with money and passes.

The bishop@ mischief making did not end with his departure
from the island. At the end of 1801, and again at the beginning of
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1802, he wrote from London that King George had annulled all
Suart@and Fox@orders. Hisfollowersimmediately celebrated this
falseannouncementin public. %

2\WO1 296 A.@bjet demon arrivee n@st autre que d@voir IGonneur de preter le
serment defidelite que je dois a Sa M gjeste Britannique entre vos mains, exigeant
mon caracter de faire cet acte de rdigion avec laplusgrande solemnite et avectout
I@clat qu@xige I&piscopat.O
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Chapter VIII

Leaving Aboukir Bay after his devastation of the French fleetin
August, 1798, Horatio Nelson had sailed north commanding a
squadron to blockade M alta and protect the kingdom of the two
Sdilies. In thelavish court of King Ferdinandin Naples, herenewed
afriendshipwith the British ambassador, Sr William Hamilton, and
something stronger than friendship with the ambassador @ wife,
Lady Emma. Itis perfectly clear from the correspondence between
thesethreethat the bonds were dose, and that Nelson@love affair
with Emma was completely condoned by Sr William. In fact, Sr
William seems to have been as devoted as his wife to the dashing
admiral. Before the reader raises his eyebrows, he should know
that Emmahad lived with Hamilton@nephew, CharlesGreville, in
England for fiveyearsashischatelaine. In 1786, Neville sent her to
Naplesto be hisunde@® mistressin return for Hamilton® paying
hisdebts. Oncein Naples,Emmaproved herself auseful diplomatic
link between her husband, the British envoy, and her confidante,
Maria, Queen of Naples. Both Nelson and Emma were valuable
assets to Hamilton@ career.

In October, Nelson was short of men for his blockade of Malta.
Tohismind, theisland wasof far greater importance than Menorca
because Ghe harbour had more room than Mahon and the entrance
was considerably wider.O (Depending on the wind, ships often
found getting in tothe Port of Mahon dangerous.) Portuguese ships
had been recalled and he pleaded with Erskinetosend him at |east
oneregiment from Menorca. Erskinerefused, saying that he could
spare no troops without ordersfrom London. Impatient, Nelson
decided togoto Mahon in person to persuade him. Heleft Palermo
in the Foudroyant on October 4th and arrived at Mahon on Sunday,
the 12th, writing in his diary?

: Qwind north east, moderate and fair. Tacked ship, stood in and
anchored in Mahon harbour in 15 fathoms of water and moored
shipQ In Mahon, hedined with Erskineon the 12th and again on
the 13th Gor aserious talkQ even offering Erskine command of the
expedition if hereleased troops.
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